
520

12 CFR Ch. VII (1–1–03 Edition)§ 722.5 

§ 722.5 Appraiser independence. 
(a) Staff appraiser. If an appraisal is 

prepared by a staff appraiser, that ap-
praiser must be independent of the 
lending, investment, and collection 
functions and not involved, except as 
an appraiser, in the federally related 
transaction, and have no direct or indi-
rect interest, financial or otherwise, in 
the property. If the only qualified per-
sons available to perform an appraisal 
are involved in the lending, invest-
ment, or collection functions of the 
credit union, the credit union shall 
take appropriate steps to ensure that 
the appraisers exercise independent 
judgment. Such steps include, but are 
not limited to, prohibiting an indi-
vidual from performing an appraisal in 
connection with federally related 
transactions in which the appraiser is 
otherwise involved. 

(b) Fee Appraisers. (1) If an appraisal 
is prepared by a fee appraiser, the ap-
praiser shall be engaged directly by the 
credit union or its agent and have no 
direct or indirect interest, financial or 
otherwise, in the property or the trans-
action. 

(2) A credit union also may accept an 
appraisal that was prepared by an ap-
praiser engaged directly by another fi-
nancial services institution; if: 

(i) The appraiser has no direct or in-
direct interest, financial or otherwise, 
in the property or transaction; and 

(ii) The credit union determines that 
the appraisal conforms to the require-
ment of this regulation and is other-
wise acceptable. 

[55 FR 30207, July 25, 1990, as amended at 60 
FR 51895, Oct. 4, 1995]

§ 722.6 Professional association mem-
bership; competency. 

(a) Membership in appraisal organiza-
tion. A state-certified appraiser or a 
state-licensed appraiser may not be ex-
cluded from consideration for an as-
signment for a federally related trans-
action solely by virtue of membership 
or lack of membership in any par-
ticular appraisal organization. 

(b) Competency. All staff and fee ap-
praisers performing appraisals in con-
nection with federally related trans-
actions must be state-certified or -li-
censed as appropriate. However, a 

state-certified or -licensed appraiser 
may not be considered competent sole-
ly by virtue of being certified or li-
censed. Any determination of com-
petency shall be based upon the indi-
vidual’s experience and educational 
background as they relate to the par-
ticular appraisal assignment for which 
he or she is being considered.

§ 722.7 Enforcement. 
Credit unions and institution-affili-

ated parties, including staff appraisers 
and fee appraisers, may be subject to 
removal and/or prohibition orders, 
cease-and-desist orders, and the impo-
sition of civil money penalties pursu-
ant to section 1786 of the Federal Cred-
it Union Act, or any other applicable 
law.
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